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57 ABSTRACT

An articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement is
provided that includes two harvesting head sections (102,
104, 106) that are coupled with a first pivot pin (162) that is a
load pin.

13 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
ARTICULATED HARVESTING HEAD LOAD
SENSOR ARRANGEMENT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to agricultural harvesting equip-
ment. More particularly, it relates to agricultural harvesting
heads. Even more particularly, it relates to articulated agri-
cultural harvesting head load sensor arrangements.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Agricultural harvesting heads such as draper platforms are
designed to follow closely along the ground harvesting crops.
To ensure that they follow the ground closely, they are con-
figured to contact the ground and apply a slight ground force
to the ground. Hydraulic electric circuits are typically pro-
vided to ensure that only a small portion of their weight is
actually pressed against the ground. As the ground rises and
falls underneath the agricultural harvesting head, the position
of the agricultural harvesting head is adjusted up and down
with respect to the agricultural combine on which the agri-
cultural harvesting head is supported. This permits the agri-
cultural harvesting head to adjust to changing terrain.

In recent years, articulated agricultural harvesting heads
have been designed. Articulated heads comprise two or more
elongated sections that are hinged to each other. As the terrain
changes, each section rises and falls with respect to the
ground independently of the other sections.

One problem in articulated agricultural harvesting heads is
maintaining a relatively constant and light force against the
ground. In a three section articulated agricultural harvesting
head, for example, the two end sections are hingeably con-
nected to a center section. The center section is supported on
the agricultural combine itself. The two outer hinged sections
are supported on the ground, and also are supported on the
center section itself. To maintain a constant ground force of
the two outer hinged sections against the ground, some of
their load must be transferred to the center section. Yet the
center section must also be maintained at a relatively constant
ground force against the ground. This transfer of loads
between the sections and to the agricultural combine itself is
difficult.

As the ground terrain changes, however, the two outer
hinged sections can contact the ground with such force that
the two outer hinged sections are pulled backwards sufficient
to damage the agricultural harvesting head or the feederhouse
of the combine harvester that supports the agricultural har-
vesting head and carries it through the field.

To prevent this from happening, it is important that certain
automatic responses occur whenever the outer hinged sec-
tions of the agricultural harvesting head dig into the ground
too deeply and generate too large a backward force.

What is needed, therefore, is an improved arrangement for
monitoring the ground force applied to the outer sections of
an articulated agricultural harvesting head to permit correc-
tive action to be taken and to prevent damage to the articulated
agricultural harvesting head

It is an object of this invention to provide such an arrange-
ment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, an articu-
lated harvesting head load sensor arrangement is provided,
comprising: a first harvesting head section; a second harvest-
ing head section hingeably coupled to the first harvesting

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

head section; and a first pivot pin hingeably coupling the first
harvesting head section to the second harvesting head section;
wherein the first pivot pin is a load pin configured to generate
an electrical signal indicative of a load applied to the first
pivot pin.

The first pivot pin may be cylindrical and may define a
longitudinal axis.

The longitudinal axis of the first pivot pin may be disposed
generally vertically.

The articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
may further comprise a second pivot pin, and the second pivot
pin may be disposed to hingeably couple the first harvesting
head section to the second harvesting head section.

The first pivot pin may define two diametrically opposed
trunnions of a cross trunnion.

The first pivot pin may be received inside a second pivot
pin, and the second pivot pin may have a central aperture and
two opposing ends that define two diametrically opposed
trunnions of the cross trunnion.

A central axis of the second pivot pin may be disposed in
the same plane as the central axis of the first pivot pin.

The first pivot pin may pivot together with the first harvest-
ing head section with respect to the second harvesting head
section.

In accordance with a second aspect of the invention, an
articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement may be
provided, comprising: a first harvesting head section; a sec-
ond harvesting head section; a third harvesting head section;
a first pivot pin hingeably coupling the first harvesting head
section to the second harvesting head section; and a second
pivot pin hingeably coupling the third harvesting head section
to the second harvesting head section; wherein the first pivot
pin and the second pivot pin are load pins.

The first pivot pin may be configured to generate a first load
signal indicative of a ground force applied to the first harvest-
ing head section, and the second pivot pin may be configured
to generate a second load signal indicative of a ground force
applied to the third harvesting head section.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective front view of an agricultural har-
vesting head in accordance with the present invention

FIG. 2 is a perspective front view of the agricultural har-
vesting head of FIG. 1 with the back sheets and conveyor belts
removed.

FIG. 3 is a close-up perspective view of the right side hinge
joint between the center section of the agricultural harvesting
head of FIGS. 1-2 and the right wing section of the agricul-
tural harvesting head of FIGS. 1-2.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional perspective view of the right side
hinge joint of FIG. 3 taken at section line 4-4 in FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The term “side-to-side”, “sideways”, “laterally” or “lat-
eral” refer to a direction that is horizontal and generally
parallel to the longitudinal extent of the agricultural harvest-
ing head itself. This direction is perpendicular to a direction of
travel “V” of the machine as it travels through the field har-
vesting crops. The terms “in front of”, “front”, “forward”,
“fore” and the like refer to the direction of travel “V”. The
terms “back”, “rear”, “behind”, “to the rear of”” and the like
refer to a direction opposite to the direction of travel “V”. The
terms “inward” or “inwardly” refer to a direction generally
parallel to the longitudinal extent of the agricultural harvest-
ing head, and toward the lateral midpoint of the agricultural
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harvesting head. The terms “outward” or “outwardly” refer to
a direction generally parallel to the longitudinal extent of the
agricultural harvesting head, and away from the lateral mid-
point of the agricultural harvesting head.

The agricultural harvesting head described herein is mir-
rored about a vertical and fore and aft extending plane passing
through the lateral midpoint of the agricultural harvesting
head 100. As result, the description below regarding the con-
struction and arrangement of the right side of the agricultural
harvesting head 100 are equally applicable to the left side of
the agricultural harvesting head 100 but in mirror image form.

In FIG. 1, an agricultural harvesting head 100 includes a
left section 102, a center section 104, and a right section 106.
A left side conveyor 108 of the endless belt type is supported
on the left side of the agricultural harvesting head 100. The
left side conveyor 108 conveys crops to the right and toward
the lateral midpoint of the agricultural harvesting head 100.

A right side conveyor 110 of the endless belt type is sup-
ported on the right side of the agricultural harvesting head
100. The right side conveyor 110 conveys crops to the left and
toward the lateral midpoint of the agricultural harvesting head
100.

A center conveyor 112 of the endless belt type is supported
on the center section of the agricultural harvesting head 100
and is disposed to receive cut crop material and carry it
rearward through an aperture 114 in the rear wall of the
agricultural harvesting head 100.

An elongate reciprocating knife 116 extends laterally
across the leading edge of the agricultural harvesting head
100 over substantially the entire width of the agricultural
harvesting head 100. It is operable to sever crop plants near
their roots. These crop plants are directed by a conventional
harvesting head reel (not shown) rearward on to the left side
conveyor 108, the right side conveyor 110, and the center
conveyor 112.

Referring to FIG. 2, the right section 106 comprises a right
frame 118 that comprises an upper frame member 120 that
extends laterally across the entire width of the right section
106, a lower frame member 122 that extends laterally across
the entire width of the right section 106, a plurality of vertical
struts 124 that couple the upper frame member 120 to the
lower frame member 122, and a casting 126 thatis fixed to the
inner ends of both the upper frame member 120 and the lower
frame member 122. The lower frame member 122 has a
plurality of spaced apart forwardly extending arms 128 that
support rollers 130 and also support the reciprocating knife
116. The support rollers 130 support the endless belts on the
right section 106 that are shown in FIG. 1.

The center section 104 comprises a center frame 132 that
comprises an upper frame member 134 that extends laterally
across the entire width of the center section 104, a lower
frame member 136 that extends laterally across the entire
width of the center section 104, a casting 138 disposed at the
left end of the center section 104 that is fixed to the outer left
ends of' both the upper frame member 134 and the lower frame
member 136, a casting 140 disposed at the right end of the
center section 104 that is fixed to the outer right ends of both
the upper frame member 134 and the lower frame member
136, a plurality of vertical struts 142 that couple the upper
frame member 134 and the lower frame member 136, and a
plurality of spaced apart forwardly extending arms 144 that
support rollers 146 and also support the reciprocating knife
116. The support rollers 146 support the endless belts on the
center section 104 that are shown in FIG. 1. The center section
104 is identical in each end with all components mirrored
about a central vertical and fore-and-aft extending plane.
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In FIG. 3, the right side hinge joint 148 is shown. The right
side hinge joint 148 comprises a front pivot joint and a rear
pivot joint. The front pivot joint comprises two inwardly
extending flanges 150 of casting 126 that define a gap ther-
ebetween. That gap receives an outwardly extending flange
152 of casting 140. A first pivot pin 154 is received into and is
supported in apertures in the two inwardly extending flanges
150 and the outwardly extending flange 152. This arrange-
ment permits the casting 126 (and therefore the right section
106) to pivot upward and downward about the casting 140
(and therefore the center section 104) about a fore-and-aft
extending axis 156. The centerline of the first pivot pin 154 is
co-linear with the fore and aft extending axis 156.

The right side hinge joint 148 also comprises a rear pivot
joint that in turn comprises an upper and inwardly extending
flange 158, and a lower and inwardly extending flange 160
that define a gap therebetween. These two flanges are joined
together by a second pivot pin 162 which is supported in
apertures in both the upper and inwardly extending flange 158
and the lower inwardly extending flange 160. The second
pivot pin 162 extends vertically and has a central axis 164 that
intersects the fore and aft extending axis 156.

The rear pivot joint further comprises a forward and out-
wardly extending flange 166 and a rearward outwardly
extending flange 168. Flange 166 and flange 168 define a
space therebetween through which the second pivot pin 162
extends. A third pivot pin 170 extends into and is supported in
apertures in the outwardly extending flanges 166 and the 168.

The third pivot pin 170 surrounds and supports a central
region of the second pivot pin 162. The third pivot pin 170
defines a cylindrical hole 172 formed in a central region of the
third pivot pin 170. The hole 172 passes completely through
the third pivot pin 170 and supports a central region of the
second pivot pin 162. The central axis 164 intersects a longi-
tudinal axis 176 of the third pivot pin 170. The second pivot
axis 164 and the longitudinal axis 176 intersect each other at
a right angle. The longitudinal axis 176 and the longitudinal
axis 156 are coaxial. The right section 106 pivots with respect
to the center section 104 about the longitudinal axis 176 and
the longitudinal axis 156.

The rear pivot joint is a Cardan or “universal” joint. The
second pivot pin 162 and the third pivot pin 170 form the cross
trunnion of the universal joint. The upper and lower ends of
the second pivot pin 162 form the upper and lower ends,
respectively, of the cross trunnion. They are diametrically
opposite trunnions of the cross trunnion that are oriented
generally vertically. The front and rear ends of the third pivot
pin 170 form front and rear ends, respectively, of the cross
trunnion. They are diametrically opposite opposed trunnions
of'the cross trunnion that are oriented generally horizontally.

This universal joint arrangement is advantageous particu-
larly in case of injury to the agricultural harvesting head 100.
If the ground force acting on the right section 106 becomes
too great, the first pivot pin 154 can break. By configuring the
rear pivot joint as a universal joint, the right section 106 can
pivot both rearward and upward away from the ground about
the rear pivot joint if the first pivot pin 154 breaks. Further, if
the first pivot pin 154 breaks, either the operator or an auto-
matic system can responsively retract the hydraulic cylinder
178 thereby actively lifting the right section 106 away from
the ground and away from the obstruction that caused the first
pivot pin 154 to break. Again, this simultaneous upward and
rearward movement of the right section 106 is provided
because the rear pivot joint is configured as a universal joint.

A hydraulic cylinder 178 is coupled to and between the
center section 104 and the right section 106. The rod end of
the hydraulic cylinder 178 is coupled to an upper portion of
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the casting 126 at a point disposed above the axis 156. The
cylinder end of the hydraulic cylinder 178 is coupled to an
upper portion of the casting 140.

When the hydraulic cylinder 178 decreases in length, it
pulls the upper portion of the right section 106 and the upper
portion of the center section 104 together. This permits the
right section 106 to pivot upward with respect to the center
section 104 about axis 156 and axis 176. When the hydraulic
cylinder 178 increases in length, it permits the upper portion
of the right section 106 and the upper portion of the center
section 104 to move apart. This permits the right section 106
to pivot downward with respect to the center section 104
about axis 156 and axis 176.

The second pivot pin 162 is a load pin. It is configured to
sense loads applied to the second pivot pin 162, to generate a
corresponding load signal, and to communicate that load
signal to an external device through a sensor lead 180. As the
right section 106 pivots up and down with respect to the center
section 104, the second pivot pin 162 pivots together with the
right section 106. Thus, no matter what the pivoted position of
the right section 106, the second pivot pin 162 maintains the
same spatial alignment and orientation with the right section
106, and therefore provides a more consistent load signal
regardless of the pivotal position of the right section 106.

The first pivot pin 154, the second pivot pin 162, and the
third pivot pin 170 define longitudinal axes that lie in the same
plane. The first pivot pin 154 and the third pivot pin 170 have
longitudinal axes that are coaxial. The second pivot pin 162
and the third pivot pin 170 have longitudinal axes that inter-
sect at the middle of the cross trunnion.

As the agricultural harvesting head 100 travels through the
field in a direction of travel “V” (see FIGS. 1-2), the right
section 106 contacts the ground. If this ground contact is
small, the right section 106 will skim over the ground and the
ground will apply only a small rearward force “GF” (see
FIGS. 1-2) to the right section 106. If this ground contact is
high, however, the right section will tend to embed itself in the
ground and the ground will apply a very large rearward force
“GF” (see FIGS. 1-2) to the right section 106. The rearward
force “GF” generates a torque about the right side hinge joint
148 that is resisted by an opposing torque applied at the right
side hinge joint 148 by a force “F1” applied by the first pivot
pin 154 (see FIG. 3) and a force “F2” applied by the second
pivot pin 162 (see FIG. 3). The first pivot pin 154 and the
second pivot pin 162 are closely spaced. As a result, for any
ground force “GF”, the forces “F1” and “F2” will be substan-
tially larger than “GF”. If the ground force “GF” is too great,
damage to the agricultural harvesting head 100 may occur.
The second pivot pin 162 provides a load signal that indicates
the magnitude of the ground force “GF” and can be used to
control the operation of the combine harvester.

It should be understood that the particular arrangements
shown and discussed herein are not the only ways in which the
invention can be created. The arrangements shown herein are
the currently preferred embodiments of the invention. How-
ever, one skilled in the art of agricultural harvester and agri-
cultural harvesting head design and manufacture can readily
see other variations that would also fall within the scope of the
claims below.

For example, the rear pivot joint need not be configured as
a universal joint. Instead, the rear pivot joint can be config-
ured the same as the front pivot joint with a single pivot pin
extending fore and aft in place of the third pivot pin 170 and
coaxial with the first pivot pin 154. In this arrangement, the
single pivot pin would be a load pin.

As another example, the first pivot pin 154 can be a load pin
instead of the second pivot pin 162.
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As another example, the cross trunnion formed of the sec-
ond pivot pin and the third pivot pin can be rotated 90° about
a laterally extending axis such that the second pivot pin 162
takes the illustrated position of the third pivot pin 170 and the
third pivot pin 170 takes the illustrated position of the second
pivot pin 162.

We claim:

1. An articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
comprising:

a first harvesting head section (102, 104, 106);

a second harvesting head section (102, 104, 106) hingeably
coupled to the first harvesting head section (102, 104,
106); and

a first pivot pin (162) hingeably coupling the first harvest-
ing head section (102, 104, 106) to the second harvesting
head section (102, 104, 106);

wherein the first pivot pin (162) defines two diametrically
opposite trunnions of a cross trunnion and is a load pin
configured to generate a signal indicative of a load
applied to the first pivot pin (162).

2. The articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
of'claim 1, wherein the first pivot pin (162) is cylindrical and
defines a longitudinal axis.

3. The articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
of'claim 1, wherein the first pivot pin (162) is received inside
a second pivot pin, the second pivot pin having a central
aperture, two opposing ends that define two diametrically
opposed trunnions of the cross trunnion.

4. The articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
of claim 1, wherein the first pivot pin (162) pivots together
with the first harvesting head section (102, 106) with respect
to the second harvesting head section (104).

5. An articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
comprising:

a first harvesting head section (102, 104, 106);

a second harvesting head section (102, 104, 106) hingeably
coupled to the first harvesting head section (102, 104,
106); and

a first pivot pin (162) hingeably coupling the first harvest-
ing head section (102, 104, 106) to the second harvesting
head section (102, 104, 106);

wherein the first pivot pin (162) is a load pin configured to
generate a signal indicative of a load applied to the first
pivot pin (162) and wherein the longitudinal axis of the
first pivot pin (162) is disposed generally vertically.

6. The articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
of’claim 5, further comprising a second pivot pin (154) having
alongitudinal axis disposed at a right angle to the longitudinal
axis of the first pivot pin (162), and further wherein the second
pivot pin is disposed to hingeably coupled the first harvesting
head section (102, 104, 106) to the second harvesting head
section (102, 104, 106).

7. The articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
of claim 6, wherein a central axis of the second pivot pin is
disposed in the same plane as the central axis of the first pivot
pin.

8. The articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
of claim 6, wherein the first pivot pin (162) defines two
diametrically opposed trunnions of a cross trunnion.

9. An articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
comprising:

a first harvesting head section (106);

a second harvesting head section (104);

a third harvesting head section (102);

a first pivot pin (162) hingeably coupling the first harvest-

ing head section (106) to the second harvesting head
section (104); and
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a second pivot pin (162) hingeably coupling the third har-
vesting head section (102) to the second harvesting head
section (104);

wherein the first pivot pin (162) is a load pin configured to
provide an electrical signal indicative of a load applied
to the first pivot pin (162), and the second pivot pin (162)
is a load pin configured to provide an electrical signal
indicative of a load applied to the second pivot pin (162).

10. The articulated harvesting head load sensor arrange-
ment of claim 9, wherein the first pivot pin (162) is configured
to generate a first load signal indicative of a ground force
applied to the first harvesting head section (106), and further
wherein the second pivot pin (162) is configured to generate
asecond load signal indicative of a ground force applied to the
third harvesting head section (102).

11. The articulated harvesting head load sensor arrange-
ment of claim 9, wherein the first pivot pin (162) and the
second pivot pin (162) are disposed at opposite ends of the
second harvesting head section (104).
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12. The articulated harvesting head load sensor arrange-
ment of claim 9, wherein the first pivot pin (162) forms two
trunnions of a first cross trunnion of a first universal joint, and
wherein the second pivot pin (162) forms two trunnions of a
second cross trunnion of a second universal joint.

13. An articulated harvesting head load sensor arrangement
comprising:

a first harvesting head section (102, 104, 106);

a second harvesting head section (102, 104, 106) hingeably
coupled to the first harvesting head section (102, 104,
106); and

a first pivot pin (162) hingeably coupling the first harvest-
ing head section (102, 104, 106) to the second harvesting
head section (102, 104, 106);

wherein the first pivot pin (162) is a load pin configured to
generate an electrical signal indicative of a load applied
to the first pivot pin (162).
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